
 

CITY OF PALM DESERT 
 

ART IN PUBLIC PLACES COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
 

Wednesday, July 10, 2019 
  

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

  
Vice Chairperson Boren convened the meeting at 9:00 a.m. 
 

II. ROLL CALL  
 
Present    Absent 

    
Maureen Boren   Carol Adney 
Sonia Campbell   Donna Jean Darby 
Liz Hauer 
Lesley Miller 
Susan Myrland 
 
Also Present 

 
Amy Lawrence, Management Analyst 
Debbie Thompson, Recording Secretary 
Ryan Stendell, Director of Community Development 
Susan Marie Weber, Mayor 
Lindsay Holt, Planning Commission Liaison  
Phyllis Harkin, Guest 

  
III. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS 

 
None 

 
  IV. CONSENT CALENDAR 
   
  Approve the Minutes of the regular meeting held on May 8, 2019. 
     
  Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the Minutes of May 

8, 2019 as corrected.  Motion was seconded by Commissioner Hauer 
and carried 4-2-1 with Campbell, Hauer, Miller, and Myrland voting 
AYE with Adney and Darby ABSENT, and Boren ABSTAINING. 
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V. DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
A. ORAL REVIEW OF CITY COUNCIL ACTION – Mayor 

Susan Marie Weber 
 
 Mayor Weber reported that the City Council approved Music 

in the Air by Mario Pikus as the public art component for 
Palm Desert Garage Town as well as the approval of The 
Strength of the Sky by Jimmy Descant to be included in the 
2019/2020 El Paseo Sculpture Exhibition.   

 
 Mayor Weber reported that she met with the Mountains 

Conservancy meeting and were discussing the Friends of 
the Desert are working on its expansion at the Visitor Center.  
She liked the placement of Gerald Clark Jr.’s sculpture in 
that area.   

          
B. PLANNING COMMISSION REPORT – Lindsay Holt 
 
 Mr. Stendell reported that the Wave House is still under 

construction.  The developer was clear with the City at the 
beginning and wanted to create revenue which includes it to 
be an event site and have overnight stays.  The Planning 
Commission considered a CUP to allow that use and under 
certain conditions (twelve large events a year).  They 
recommended to the City Council an overlay zone to 
consider the uniqueness of the rehabilitation.   

 
C. ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW COMMISSION (ARC) REPORT 

– John Vuksic 
 
 No report. 
  

 VI.  CONSENT ITEMS HELD OVER 
 

NONE 
 

VII. NEW BUSINESS 
 
A. REQUEST FOR CONSIDERATION OF A SPONSORSHIP 

FROM THE PUBLIC ART FUND FOR DESERT@WARREN 
BY KAREN AND TONY BARONE 
 
Ms. Lawrence referred to the staff report in the agenda 
packet regarding the request for consideration of a 
sponsorship from the public art fund for Desert@warren by 
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Karen and Tony Barone.  Ms. Lawrence stated that the 
Barones had the Desert Sculpture exhibit at the Atrium in 
Rancho Mirage and has come to an end.  They were looking 
for a new location to bring a new Desert@warren exhibit.  
They would bring only two of the bunnies that were at the 
Atrium and seven of them would be new.  The location that 
is being considered is the corner of Town Center Way and 
Highway 111 on the northwest corner in front of Whole Food 
parking lot.  Nine pads would be poured to accommodate the 
sculptures.  The artists would work with the property owner 
regarding liability insurance and would be there for one year.  
The artists would be responsible for the insurance and 
maintenance of the sculptures.  The artists are requesting a 
sponsorship up to $10,500 which includes the installation 
and removal of the concrete pads.  Upon question by 
Commissioner Boren, staff would need to ask the property 
owner There was question of being able to keep the pads for 
future sculptures.  Staff would have to ask the property 
owner.  The pads will include solar lighting.  Would like the 
sculptures to be installed by October.   
 
Commissioner Campbell moved to approve the 

sponsorship from the public art fund for desert@warren by 
Karen and Tony Barone.  Motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Myrland and carried 5-0-2 with Boren, 
Campbell, Hauer, Miller, and Myrland voting AYE with Adney 
and Darby ABSENT.     

 
 VIII. CONTINUED BUSINESS 
 

NONE 
 

 IX. OLD BUSINESS 
 
NONE 

 
X. PROJECT STATUS REPORTS 

 
A. Palm Desert Community Gallery 
 
 Ms. Lawrence reported that Hiroko Momii’s exhibit will run 

July 5 through September 6. The opening was July 8 
    
B. Docent Tours 
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C. 2019/2020 El Paseo Sculpture Exhibition 

 
 

   
XI. REPORTS AND REMARKS 

 
  A. STAFF 
    

   
 
  B. COMMISSION REPORTS     
   
  NONE 
 
 XII. ADJOURNMENT  

 
Chairperson Darby adjourned the meeting at 10:40 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
_______________________________________________ 

  DEBBIE L. THOMPSON, RECORDING SECRETARY 
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